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(3)  to divert consumption from noxious to
wholesome commodities ;

(4)   to  divert  production  from one set of
commodities   to   another,   for   the   sake   of
anticipated military, social, political, or purely
economic advantages.

Very frequently two or more of these
objects are kept in view simultaneously; and
a tax which from the purely financial and
administrative standpoint would appear some-
what unsatisfactory is retained for the sake of
one or other of the alternative reasons above
mentioned.

Of these four possible objects of a tax
system, it is impossible here to discuss the
second, as it would involve a thoroughgoing
investigation of the whole economic system of
society, as well as an attempt to pronounce
on the righteousness or unrighteousness of the
fundamental ideals of Socialism.

The fourth is largely boxind up with the
theory of International Trade and the relative
advantages and disadvantages of Free Trade
and Protection (for the usual, though not the
only, method of achieving the proposed object